Colorado / Child Labor / Age, Hours, & Related Standards
■

COLORADO YOUTH EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY ACT OF 1971
TERMS:
Minimum Age — With few exceptions, children under the age of 12 years may not be employed in agricultural work.
Hour Restrictions —
Children Age 12 and 13 — Children 12 and 13 years of age may be employed in non-hazardous agricultural
occupations, but only outside school hours or on non-school days. After school hours, 12- and 13-year-olds are not
permitted to work more than 6 hours, unless the next day is not a school day. Similarly, no such child may work
between the hours of 9:30 p.m. and 5:00 a.m., except on nights preceding non-school days. Employment for more
than 40 hours a week or more than 8 hours in a 24-hour period is prohibited.
Children Age 14 and 15 — Children 14 and 15 years of age may be employed in non-hazardous agricultural
occupations, but only outside school hours or on non-school days. Except before non-school days, 14- and
15-year-olds may not work more than 6 hours in any one day, nor between the hours of 9:30 p.m. and 5:00 a.m. In
seasonal employment in the cultivation or harvest of perishable products where wages are paid on a piecework
basis, children 14 and 15 years old may work up to 12 hours in a 24-hour period and up to 30 hours in a 72-hour
period, but such individuals may not work more than 8 hours a day for more than 10 days within any 30-day
period; employment of 14- and 15-year-olds in any other situations is subject to a maximum workday of 8 hours in
a 24-hour period and a maximum workweek of 40 hours.
Children Age 16 and 17 — Persons 16 and 17 years of age may work in non-hazardous, piecework-paid seasonal
agricultural operations for up to 12 hours in any 24-hour time span, and for up to 30 hours in any 72-hour period.
Employment in other non-hazardous occupations is limited to 40 hours a week, and 8 hours in any 24-hour period.
Hazardous Occupations — Among the only agriculturally related occupations determined hazardous to minors, and
therefore closed to workers under the age of 18, is work from a ladder or other raised platform more than 20 feet
above the ground.
ENFORCEMENT: Division of Labor Standards and Statistics, Colorado Department of Labor and Employment, Denver,
Colorado 80202 (303-318-8441).

