
New Jersey / Housing / Farm Labor Housing Standards
■ SEASONAL FARM LABOR ACTTERMS:  The Seasonal Farm Labor Act regulates the construction, maintenance and operation of farm labor camps inNew Jersey, briefly defined as one or more buildings, structures, tents or vehicles used as living quarters by migrant,seasonal or temporary workers in connection with any work or workplace.

Certificate of Compliance — No farm labor camp may be maintained or occupied without a certificate of complianceissued by the state. The owner or operator of a camp must generally apply for a certificate no later than 60 daysbefore it opens for the year, and the state enforcement agency has 45 days to conduct an inspection of the facility.If no inspection has been made within that time, the camp may be opened but may be closed if later inspection revealsthat it does not meet state standards. Likewise, whenever the state agency finds that a camp for which a certificate hasbeen issued no longer meets the standards, the certificate may be revoked.
Camp Standards — The law prescribes specific requirements which farm labor camps must comply with to qualifyfor occupancy. Among many other factors considered in determining if a housing facility meets the standards arethese:•  The water supply•  Toilet facilities•  Bathing facilities•  Sleeping accommodations•  Food preparation and eating facilities•  Trash disposal equipment and proceduresENFORCEMENT:  Agricultural Compliance Section, Division of Wage and Hour Compliance, New Jersey Department of
Labor and Workforce Development, Trenton, New Jersey 08625 (609-984-3004).SPECIAL NOTE:  In a 1978 case, a state court ruled that the housing provisions of the Seasonal Farm Labor Act cannotbe enforced, at least in part, because the federal Occupational Safety and Health Act takes away the state's authority toenforce rules where similar federal rules already exist (see entry, U.S. — Housing — General Employee Housing
Standards) and the state does not have an OSHA-approved job safety and health program.


